October 6, 2006

Plan Commission

Mary Merlie, Chair

Town of Spring Green

E 4411 Kennedy Road

Spring Green, WI  53588

Dear Ms. Merlie and members of the Town of Spring Green Plan Commission:

We have become aware of a proposal by the Kraemer Company to develop a sand pit along Hwy 60 in Spring Green township, not far from the Wisconsin River and Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.  Our primary concern with this proposal is the nighttime Bald Eagle roosting area just 1/4 mile to the east of the proposed site.  The Ferry Bluff Eagle Council has been monitoring the Jones Roost for over a decade now, and it is an important area for our wintering eagles.  

These nighttime roosts  for eagles must have protection from the prevailing winter winds, steep hillsides with large enough trees to accommodate a bird with a six to seven foot wingspan, freedom from human disturbance, and access to food nearby.  This roost provides all of these needs for the eagles.  There aren’t that many sites that meet these criteria in this area, which is why we are concerned about the sand pit.  

If the hours of operation are Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm, the noise and human activity could prevent eagles from continuing to use this roosting area.  The birds start entering a roost site about an hour before sunset – which, in December and January is about 3:oo in the afternoon, well before close of business.

A note about who we are: the Ferry Bluff Eagle Council is a local, grassroots organization working to protect, enhance and maintain Bald Eagle habitat in the greater Sauk Prairie area through education, research and management activities.  We work with schools, area residents and the community to keep the eagles returning every winter.  We feel privileged to share the river valley with these magnificent birds, and want to make sure they're here for future generations.  We have found through our research activities that the eagles utilize a great stretch of the river, and have been monitoring many of the roosting sites from the Alliant dam in Prairie du Sac all the way down to Lone Rock for almost two decades.    If you would like more information about our research activities and resulting data, please visit our web site: www.ferrybluffeaglecouncil.org.

We urge the Commission to give very careful consideration to how the extraction activities and related truck traffic could adversely affect the eagle’s use of this site.  As development pressure increases in the River valley, more and more areas these birds use are being compromised.  We’d hate to see that happen at Jones Roost.

We appreciate how hard it is to keep a balance between development and the considerations of neighborhoods, wildlife and farming.  We hope you will think very carefully about the placement of the sandpit and take the needs of our wintering Bald Eagles into consideration .  We would be happy to provide you with additional information, and will answer any questions you may have about the Jones Roost.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to share our concerns!

Juliana Clausen

Ferry Bluff Eagle Council

Habitat Committee

608-795-4892

