October 5, 2006
Plan Commission

Mary Merlie, Chair

Town of Spring Green

E 4411 Kennedy Road

Spring Green, WI  53588

Dear Ms. Merlie and members of the Town of Spring Green Plan Commission:
We are aware of a proposal by the Kraemer Company to develop a sand pit not far from the Wisconsin River and directly adjacent to the Lower Wisconsin Riverway.  We urge the Commission to give very careful consideration to how the extraction activities and related truck traffic will adversely affect the aesthetic, recreational and ecological integrity of the Riverway and the river as a water body.  

Founded in 1993, the River Alliance of Wisconsin is a statewide independent nonprofit organization dedicated to restoring and protecting Wisconsin’s rivers and flowing waters.  We have 2,900 individual and organizational members statewide, including many who live on or near the Lower Wisconsin River.  

We have been asked by scores of groups and individuals around the country to describe how the Lower Wisconsin Riverway came to be and how that entity protects the river and its environs.  It’s interesting that people outside Wisconsin recognize the unique nature of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway,  moreso than people in-state; perhaps we have taken for granted the beauty and serenity of the Lower Wisconsin.  They are not guaranteed.  Protection of the Riverway requires vigilance, foresight, and a commitment to protecting resources for future generations, and not just the Riverway board, but local governments with the Lower Wisconsin River in their jurisdictions. 
It’s the same vigilance and commitment that created the Lower Wisconsin Riverway in the first place that we ask you, the Plan Commission of the Town of Spring Green, to bring to your deliberations about the proposed sand pit.   Our sense is that Kraemer may have options for sourcing sand that does not have so many negative consequences – consequence for not only neighbors to the proposed pit, but for tens of thousands of people who will enjoy the Riverway, by car, bike or boat.

We appreciate the difficult balance you have to strike between the right of landowners to use land as they see fit and overall community interests.  We believe though that in this particular instance, the broader community interest of protecting a national treasure – the Lower Wisconsin Riverway – is a higher good than the sand pit.

Sincerely,

Denny Caneff

Executive Director 

