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Wednesday, September 06, 2006
Mary 

 MERGEFIELD LastName Merlie
Township of Spring Green
E4827 Horse Shoe Road
 MERGEFIELD Address2 
Spring Green, 

 MERGEFIELD State Wisconsin

 MERGEFIELD PostalCode 53588
USA
Subject; Spring Green Sand Pit – Comprehensive Plan Amendments

Dear Mrs. 

 MERGEFIELD LastName Merlie,

The Spring Green Township Resident’s Coalition against the approval of the Highway 60 sand pit assembled for the third time at the Spring Green library, Tuesday, September 5th. Listening to tonight's discussion, one thing that struck me is that the Town Plan Commission is concerned about being reimbursed $10,000 as part of a Smart Growth planning grant.  

Therefore, according to Jerry Schmidt, in attendance, the language of the Comprehensive Plan must be amended to address non-metallic mineral extraction. This meeting to be held prior to the Town Board meeting Thursday, September 7th at 6:30.

What that language says is a different matter, but I find it disturbing that the Plan Commission would consider adding a map of potential mineral extraction sites without adding a map indicating where they desire ACTUAL non-metallic mining sites to be best located within the Township of Spring Green.  Should those sites be in close proximity to where existing or potential housing is planned?

In zoning, a government body creates a variety of districts in order to control development.  The zoning map then shows where those various districts apply.  Of course, zoning districts and comprehensive plans can be amended, but it is the maps that help to clearly define the intent of the language.

Now back to that $10,000.  If the creation of a non-metallic mining site negatively impacts the value of a property by $20,000, or $50,000, or $100,000, then is it the right or better the punishment that private property owners should bear the burden of that development, versus a loss of $10,000 to the town?  

With the current language, no one's going to get a non-metallic mining permit based on the Comprehensive Plan.  In making any argument about this development, what is the value of the neighborhood and what will it be if this goes through?  How does that affect the annual property taxes paid?  What burden is shifted to the rest of the township if our property values decrease?

Does the Township want to negatively affect the natural beauty of the area by placing this next to a state highway that is a main artery to the River Valley?  Is it better to have this type of operation in a less conspicuous location? It is stated no environmental impact study is to be submitted to the Plan Commission for approval and Kraemer Company, LLC, will use that existing permits. Is this a good thing for the Township?

Does the Township intend to use spot zoning to destroy farmland and create a man made 30 plus acre pond which will allow for rapid groundwater infiltration of surface pollutants, stagnate water to breed mosquitoes, and with a need to be fenced off for liability purposes?  Once a "wetland" is created, will it even be possible to fill it back in if the overall impact is negative?

Will a bond be posted by the Kraemer Company, LLC that is sufficient to address any reclamation issues and more important the potential depreciation of adjoining properties?  If such a bond is not posted, will the lessee that actually owns the land be liable?  It appears the landowner will not be required to ever pay more than $10,000 in damages if our knowledge of LLC's is correct.

I certainly hope that the Plan Commission will not make a decision in favor of this at this meeting Sept. 11. 

Best Regards,

Mike & Sami Birr

Mike & Sami Birr 
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