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Spring Green Sand Pit

Minutes of Meeting

Date: August 21, 2006                                          at   S12124 Thuli Road, Spring Green

Participants

	
	
	

	Mike Birr
	Mark Kovelan
	Lee Radel

	Sami Birr
	Amanda Kraemer
	Linda Roos

	Charley Brigham
	Phyllis Kraemer
	Kim Russell

	Mark Culverhouse
	James Pfefferkorn
	Rob Russell

	Jayne Davidson
	Jennifer Pfefferkorn
	Scott Savage

	Georgette Davis
	Maxine Pfefferkorn
	Rich Wilson

	Larry Davis
	Charlene Puskala
	Timm Zumm

	Richard Davis
	Rick Puskala
	

	Jan Greenquist
	Dave Radel
	Total:  27 

	Paul Hartung
	Donna Radel
	* List order by last name 


Introduction

    Charley Brigham opened the meeting and suggested that each person introduce him/her self and indicate brief interests and reasons for attending.

1. Amanda Kraemer

2. Phyllis Kraemer

3. Timm Zumm – member of ‘Friends of Lower Wisconsin’ worked on the tower project.

4. Jan Greenquist

5. Kim Russell

6. Rob Russell

7. Paul Hartung – lived here many years, retired pharmacist, concerned about affecting the local residents needs.

8. Rich Wilson

9. Dave Radel

10. Donna Radel – remembers the noise and vibrations of trucks hauling from the Arena pit during her childhood

11. Dave Radel - rumors from someone who works at the Hausner farms that a lake would be formed that would be encircled with home sites.

12.  Mark Culverhouse - concerned that the beauty of the River Valley area would be lost.  Ten years when he returned to build and live here the area appeared to have been well preserved.  

13.  Linda Roos (Culverhouse)

14.  Jayne Davidson

15.  Mark Kovelan

16.  Charlene Puskala

17.  Rich Puskala

18.  Jennifer Pfefferkorn

19.  Maxine Pfefferkorn - focus on effects on tourism.

20.  James Pfefferkorn

21.  Charley Brigham

22.  Mike Birr

23.  Sami Birr

24. Georgette Davis

25. Larry Davis

26. Richard Davis

27. Scott Savage

Presentation & Discussion

· Mike Birr gave 'facts' about the following:

    

He talked with John Strait who desires to lease some of his property, about 3 acres, into the project. He expects to receive 75 cents per cubic yard.  Estimate of 100,000Cu feet to be moved.

    

Talked with DNR. No applications have been submitted. The Local Board and Planning Commission must approve first.

    

Fred Iausley said that phone calls and letters to planning commission and board members, expressing concern in a non-combative tone, are very effective. Otherwise they don't know what the public is thinking/feeling.

   

Talked with two lawyers - Midwest Environmental of Madison and specialist lawyers from Dodgeville and Eau Claire.

    

Need to talk with other people, spread the word about our concerns.

    

A farmer near Arena was invited to share his experiences. Unable to attend the meeting we will interview him on the issues of the Helena site

The Horse Shoe Road application for a pit in 1994 was not approved.

    

Why?  Call Mary Merlie and Jim Hackl to find out why.  (Also Gigi LaBudde or Michael Whaley 588-2048).

 

Benny Stenner is Board Chairman and Kraemer project Manager.  Calls to him to get intention of the Kraemer Co. and express our concerns.  Maxine will call in the morning: Kraemer Co - 546-2255; Cell phone -588-4937; home 588-7636

(Ed Bettinger is another possibility per the Company)

 

· Lee Radel - We need to see a reclamation plan. Water level is 17 to 18 ft.  Pile the sand extracted.   It is rumored they might go down 70 ft.

· Rich Puskala - Can't go below the water level.  The Baraboo pit is 20 ft.    DNR - if it affects wetlands, can't go deeper

· Mark Cupp, Executive Director of Lower Wisconsin Waterway has not responded    He sometimes acts as advisor. He has advised the project is outside of the LWRB jurisdiction.

 

· Timm Zumm - didn't talk with County Supervisor (Sprecker).    Appreciate the beauty of this area.....    Don't get them on the defensive.  NIMBY (Not in My Back Yard)

 

· Lee Radel - benefits to Kraemer’s, but not to others.

 

· Mike Birr explains LLC company status (which this Kraemer Co is) a liability of $10,000.  If more is needed it must be approved by the Town Planning Com.

 

· Is Highway 60 a class A highway?

 

· Submit at Sept. 11 meeting

 

· DNR says 'if Planning Committee turns it down it won't go anywhere.

 

· Jan Greenquist - When does reclamation plan go into force?  When the product runs out. Re-application can be made to County Board

 

· Charley Brigham - What are the Kramer Company's intentions? Need the project plan.

· Benner Stenner may have a conflict of interest. (Board Member?) Which would require him to recluse from voting.

 

· Gasser site, near Baraboo,  - web search

· Voting record of Town Board on environmental issues and land planning?

 

· Paul Hartung - We need the scope of the project, description. Depth of sand.

  

· At Arena EKS was re-permitted    Sand for sale is scarce    A vein of Silica Sand found in Helena, That vein may continue here. A more valuable kind of sand.

     

· Will DNR do the right thing?  Re pollution, environmental impact.

 

· Paul Hartung is on A.P.T. board

 

· Jayne Davidson -Smart Growth Program   Mandated

 

· Lee Radel - Sand nodes removal would be beneficial to agriculture.

 

Brain Storm Session

· To get answers to questions

· Produce a fact sheet

· Get to know planning board members - call them, write letters.  Rob Russell says they are all good people

· Contact the Luther Sisters - Donna Radel will attempt this

· Packet of Facts to Board Members

· Letters to the Editor

· Contact other groups - Chambers of Commerce

· Mark Culverhouse will put us on his www.hy60.com website

· John Oliver – Executer of the trust for Hausners  - Donna will call

· Amanda Kraemer will talk with Gigi LaBuddie

· Timm Zumm will check Mazomanie for the issues on similar projects.

· Contact Merle Leifker at Kraemer

· Rob Russell - Find and offer alternative locations

· Next Meeting at Spring Green Library   Tuesday, August 29 at 7:00 p.m.
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