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T
he Spring Green Plan Commission regular meeting was held at the Town Hall  September 11, 2006 at 7:00PM. The agenda included the Kraemer Company LLC’s presentation to the Plan Commission for the proposed Sand Pit along State Highway 60 and Jones Road. 

Richard J. Marino, Director of Land Management and Geologist, Bob Jewell represented the Kraemer Company. 

Benny Stenner, Town Chairman and Kraemer Company employee was present only to introduce himself and advised he was not involved in the approval process.

Present opposing the approval were 50 of the concerned private homeowners, private landowners and local residents of the Township and Village of Spring Green. 
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 Residents in Attendance Sept. 11 (Home News Photo)
As the representatives of the Kraemer Company eat up the clock, we the residents awaited our scheduled time to present concerns and issues to the Plan Commission.

Mr. Marino stated Kraemer Company has over 150 sand or gravel pits operating in Wisconsin today. Also stating they have had limited problem occurring at these sites. Limited, what does that mean?
It was questioned how the sand pit will affect the operations of the local residents wells. Mr. Marino states, “If there was damage done to a well by our operation, then we would be responsible.” 

Mr. Marino states that Kraemer Company will review the resident’s wells. But, what does that mean to the homeowners after we have polluted or no water for our homes?

Mr. Marino states the first process would be to strip the topsoil for the berms along State Highway 60, Jones Road and Thuli road. Second would be to screen the material to separate the sands to be sold through vendors. This process would take 1-2 weeks to complete.

Trucking hours would be from 6:00 AM to 9:00 PM Monday through Friday and 6:00 AM to noon on Saturdays. Each truck would carry 20 tons – 16 yards of material with an estimated 30-50 trucks per day. Kraemer employees work 12 hour days to meet the demands for product.

Per Mr. Marino, the DOT states currently 1200 vehicles pass this intersection per day. 

This meaning Jones Road and State Highway 60 would see an additional 60-100 large trucks added to the existing traffic as they enter and leave the site. 

K
raemer Company is seeking approval from the DOT to enter and egress directly onto State Highway 60. Which would require truck acceleration and deceleration lanes at this already dangerous stretch of the highway.

The pond depth is now understood to be 25 feet below the Jones Road grade when extraction is completed in some 30 years. The pond will be ground water fed. Water level is said to be at 18 feet below the Jones Road grade.

Mr. Marino states it is planned to have the stockpiles located along State Highway 60 with an approximate height of 20 feet. 

M
ary Merlie, Chairperson for the Plan Commission received numerous letters from concerned residents and fielded questions from those letters. (KEEP THEM GOING OUT, THEY REALLY WORK!)

The residents are concerned of air pollution, road hazards from sand on the highway, and damage to homes caused by the blowing dust.

Marino stated it would be taken care of if it happens. Too late again?

The residents are also concerned of ground water pollution and storm water control. It was stated bonds would be in place. Great answer after our wells and the Wisconsin River are polluted. 

T
he Lower Wisconsin Riverway Board (LWRB) has concerns for their application to make State Highway 60 a Wisconsin Scenic Byway. Mr. Marino stated the facility would have only 1,200 feet of frontage a small portion of the State Highway proposed for a Scenic Byway and “should” not affect the application.

The residents addressed the problem of 15 hours of noise pollution, disruption to the neighborhood, and the effects on birds and wild life. Mr. Marino states the operation is not any noisier than farm machinery. 

He failed to mention the noise level has to be multiplied by the number of trucks and the required back up signal noise from these vehicles not required on farm machinery. To add to that they have the front-end loaders, screening equipment, etc.

The residents also question why there is a restriction for a kennel operation to be 1000 feet from bordering homes vs. 600 feet for a sand pit. No answer at this session.
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   Tee Shirts Protesting The Sand Pit (Home News Photo)

The residents requested if blasting was going to be part of the operation requirements. Mr. Marino stated that blasting was not in the planned process, but if required, the approval permit would allow blasting as required. We have not been told we cannot do blasting.

The residents question will trucks be permitted to travel west on Jones Road. Mr. Marino stated the road is to be posted for no trucking. But, what happens when State Highway 60 is under repair due to the heavy trucking? Does that permit Kraemer Company to use Jones Road?

The residents question, what happens after the completion of the mining and the reclamation of the property by Kraemer Company, who is responsible for maintaining the property and liable for any negative aspects?

Mr. Marino states the landowner takes over 100% of the responsibilities of any liability and maintenance.

A
s promised at the ring of the bill we were granted the ten minutes of time as promised by Mary Merlie. Tom Ringelstetter and Peter Livingston presented the residents prepared message in a summarized version due to time constrains. Hard copies of the complete document were given to the Plan Commission members. 

Key issues of the presentation by Tom and Peter were:

· Compliance to the vision to the Town Comprehensive Plan for non-metallic mining.

· Environmental Issues

· Property Rights

· Tourism

Presentation Summary:

We ask that the members of the Town Board and plan Commission carefully consider the Kraemer Company proposal as it compares with the Plan. The Kraemer Company proposal does not align with the goals and objectives of the vision.

If the Plan Commission must act on the Kraemer Company proposal, we recommend it be denied on this parcel, which the Plan itself designates as prime farmland and zoned as Resource Conservancy land.

We believe that the best possible outcome here is to table the Kraemer Company request and use the established process (detailed in the Plan) to incorporate non-metallic mining into the Plan. Once the non-metallic mining is completely addressed within the Plan, the Plan Commission and Town Board will have a basis for appropriate action on similar land-use proposals.

We strongly recommend that the Town Board and Plan Commission work towards formally completing the incorporation of non-metallic mining land use into the Plan. This would involve specifically identifying targeted and preferred ‘use areas’ where the land use would be acceptable and/or pursued. Citizens, including those here this evening, will participate in the Plan Commission’s process. We also urge the Kraemer Company be included with their expertise in this area.

By enhancing the Comprehensive Plan as described above, the Town Board and Plan Commission will indicate to town residents and property owners that the Plan’s goals and objectives can still be relied upon for future land-use and investment decisions. The Town Board and Plan Commission have the opportunity to reaffirm the long-range vision, goals and objectives for the Town of Spring Green. We trust the Town Board and Plan Commission to use diligence in addressing this land-use issue.

The presentation was professionally well done and brought awareness to both the Plan Commission and the concerned residents of the responsibilities of the Plan Commission and the rights of private homeowners.

We thank the residents Information Work Group for their time and dedication preparing and presenting the issues for all of the residents of Spring Green.

This full document and other documents can be found on our web site for additional information. www.highway60.com/sandpit/ 

Dejectedly, at the end of the meeting Mary Merlie addressed the growing organization efforts opposing the sand extraction mine proposal by stating: “You can’t stall things for made-up reasons.” Whose side is she on?

Bright yellow No Sand Pit tee shirts are available from Mike Birr. Get yours today.
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