	Mike & Sami Birr

E6060 State Road 60

Spring Green, Wisconsin 53588


	Phone: 608-588-7844

Fax: 608-588-2534

E-Mail: mikebirr@aol.com



Monday, August 28, 2006

Mary 

 MERGEFIELD LastName Merlie
Township of Spring Green
E4827 Horse Shoe Road
 MERGEFIELD Address2 
Spring Green, 

 MERGEFIELD State Wisconsin

 MERGEFIELD PostalCode 53588
USA
Subject; Kraemer Sand Pit – Township of Spring Green

Dear Mrs. 

 MERGEFIELD LastName Merlie,

Kraemer Company, LLC of Plain, Wisconsin is proposing to develop and operate a mineral extraction sand pit at the location of Highway 60 / State Road 60, Jones Road and Thuli Road in the Township of Spring Green.

We homeowners were made cognizant of this only when Mr. Bob Jewell, Geologist for Kraemer Company, LLC was out at our homes measuring the regulated 600-foot distances from the front doors of our homes to the proposed site.

Mr. Benny Stenner, General Supervisor for Kraemer Company, LLC and Spring Green Town Chairman kindly visited our home Sunday, August 27th to discuss the proposed project. This will affect all the homes and property owners on State Road 60, Jones, Thuli and Neuheisal Roads along with the citizens of the Township and Village of Spring Green.

The facility will be developed on the 54-acre agricultural land of Karl & Herminie Hausner, which will require re-zoning. The Kraemer Company, LLC has already completed soil core tests and surveyed the land and adjoining properties. They have maps of the site showing the homes and landowners that will be affected by this development. Our home is one of six they only define as within the operations boarders.

They are proposing to operate the sand pit for 20-25 years removing minerals from 30 acres out of the 54 available. The facility would operate throughout the year from dust to dawn. Their current long-term restoration plan is to leave a pond at the site when of if ever operations are concluded.

The road access is projected to be on Jones Road between State Road 60 and Thuli Road requiring road modifications to handle the large number of heavy trucks in and out of the facility.

The stockpiles will be located along State Road 60, which will cause a problem with blowing sand onto the Highway. Blowing snow is already major problem at this intersection and curve. The operations will require digging deep into the water table affecting all of the homeowner’s wells. The pond will be an added nest for breeding mosquitoes.

To the homeowners the issues are many including devaluation of home values, dust, noise, traffic, road destruction, and total annihilation of the beauty of the agricultural farm lands that boarder our homes. 

To the Town Board and Kraemer Company, LLC your arguments may just coincide in profits and presumed added tax dollars to the Township. The development will provide sand for making concrete, asphalt, road base materials and for farm use.  But, is there an alternate site better suited for this industrial operation than condemning an operating agricultural farmland?

Will our tax dollars be reduced for the devaluation of our homes and properties? Would not the Township get more money from the residential and farm property values than a sand pit? Will it create more jobs for the township?

The affects on the wildlife, people’s lives, future farming needs, and the Township development are all in a quandary with this project. This will not be an added beautification to the Township or Village of Spring Green and our visitors will see it as an eyesore on the corridor to the River Valley.

The added traffic will:

· Slow traffic on the highway

· Cause additional accidents at the “S” curve of the highway

· Add problems for our school bus operations

· Add undesirable noise and air pollution to this rural area

On Monday August 21st twenty-eight of the Township residents and landowners met to discuss the issues and in effort to gain knowledge of this proposed development. It was a unanimous decision that the Plan Commission and Town Board approval of this type of project is not in the best interest of our Township or the Village of Spring Green.

A second meeting is scheduled at the Spring Green Library Tuesday, August 29th at 7:00 PM. You are welcome and encouraged to attend. Kraemer Company, LLC plans to attend and outline the project plans to the public. This meeting is not sponsored by Kraemer Company, LLC, but by the concerned homeowners, private landowners and residents of the Township and Village of Spring Green.

We have a Web Page to help residents gain information on this project.  www.highway60.com/sandpit/ Please visit it for additional information. We currently have over 100 names in a database of concerned residents who are participating in our efforts to understand and be knowledgeable of the developments in this Township.

You will see our posters announcing and encouraging the Township and Village residents to attend our Tuesday, August 29th Public Library meeting, the Township Plan Commission meeting Thursday, September 7th and the Monday, September 11th posted in all the stores and businesses of Spring Green.

We have a petition started to gain additional support of the concerned homeowners, private landowners and residents. This will be presented at the Plan Commission meetings.

On behalf of the concerned citizens, I thank you for granting us time on your busy agenda Monday, September 11. We will use the time assiduously to provide the issues and facts.

We seek your support in declining Kraemer Company, LLC in their application to develop and operate this long-term sand pit on behalf of the private landowners, homeowners and residents of the Township and Village of Spring Green.

Best Regards,

Mike & Sami Birr

Mike & Sami Birr  
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